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change the result. This was true, but Stockton's vote did
change it to his own disadvantage.

The result was announced; yeas 22, nays 21. If
Stockton had not voted, the result would have been a tie,
and he would have held his seat. His opponents had
exhausted their resources and there was no parliamentary
way of trying the case over again. By casting a vote in his
own case he gave them a weapon with which to renew the
fight.

When the Senate reassembled, Sumner moved that the
journal be corrected by striking out Stockton's name
from the vote last taken, on the ground that he had no
right to vote in his own case. The subject was thus
brought up again, and the result was a reconsideration of
the vote of the previous day. Trumbull concurred in the
view that the question before the Senate was judicial in
its nature and that, therefore, Stockton could not vote
when his own seat was in question.

On the last day of the debate a telegram was received
from Senator Wright requesting a postponement of the
vote till the following day, saying that he would then be
in his seat or would not ask further delay. His request
was supported by Reverdy Johnson in a pathetic appeal
to the fraternal feeling and gentlemanly instincts of
Senators; but Clark, who led the opposition, objected
strenuously to any postponement, although two post-
ponements had been previously granted on account of his
own illness.

On the motion to postpone till the following day the
vote was, yeas 21, nays 22. Senator Dixon, a Republican
supporter of Stockton, had fallen sick and was absent.
Senator Stewart, another Republican supporter, was
absent when the vote was taken, although he had been in
the Senate Chamber earlier in the day; he had dodged.un so long (seven
